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10Tt h MAY. 5th SUNDAY
THE TRUTH AND THE

SUNDAY
THE WAY,

Matthew is writing for a community of mainly Jewish Christians:
he therefore presents Jesus and his teachings clearly against the
background of their Jewish tradition.

In today’s Gospel reading, we hear Jesus preparing his disciples for his leaving them to
return to the Father. This will enable them to enter into permanent communion with God.
However, two of the disciples, Thomas and Philip, misunderstand his teaching, and this
allows the evangelist to make it clearer. The only way to the Father is through Jesus. Jesus
and the Father are so closely identified that to have seen Jesus is to have experienced the
Father: the signs that Jesus worked have revealed the Father’s glory to those who have
been open to understanding them.

Jesus answers Thomas’ objection about not knowing Jesus’ destination — or perhaps
destiny — so how can they know the'way: he tells him that he is the Way; this is_ because
he is the truth and the life - he is himself the ultimate Word, the saving revelation of God
through whom believers will come to the Father and be one with God. ®
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The Praying Hands

“The Praying Hands” is much more than just a work of art~~~ - %%
It is the soul’s creation of a deeply thankful heart.
It is a priceless masterpiece that love alone could pain,
And it reveals the selflessness of an unheralded saint.
These hands so scarred and toilworn, tell the story of a man
Who sacrificed his talent in accordance with God’s plan,
And in go’s plan are many things man cannot understand,
But we must trust God’s judgment and be guided by His hand.
Sometimes He asks us to give up our dreams of happiness~~~
Sometimes we must forego our hopes of fortune and success.
Not all of us can triumph or rise to heights of fame,
And many times what should be ours goes to another name,
But he who makes a sacrifice so another may succeed
Is indeed a true disciple of our blessed Saviour's creed,
For when we give ourselves away in sacrifice and love,

o Ve are laying up rich treasures in God’s kingdom up above,

@ And hidden in gnarled, toilworn hands is the truest art of living,
Achieved alone by those who’ve learned the victory of giving,
For any sacrifice on earth made in the Dear Lord’s Name
Assures the giver of a place in heaven’s hall of fame.

And who can say with certainty where the greatest talent lies

Or who will be the greatest in our heavenly Father’s eyes?

And who can tell with certainty, in the heavenly Father’s sight,’
Who'’s entitled to the medals and who's the hero of the flight?
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